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B Global Tourism Lost $1,300 billion in 2020

The World Tourism Organization of the United Nations Agency
revealed that the global tourism sector lost $1,300 billion in 2020 due
to restrictions on movement due to the Coronavirus pandemic. This
number represents 11 times more losses than those recorded during the
global economic crisis in 2009 and translates into a decline in the flow

of tourists in the world by 74 percent compared to 2019.
According to the organization, the year 2020 was the worst year in
the history of tourism, with the number of tourists in the world falling
by a billion people compared to 2019. Note that during the global
financial crisis in 2008-2009, the number of visitors decreased by only
4 percent. The organization revealed that 100 to 120 million direct jobs
are threatened in tourism, many of them in small and medium-sized
companies. Prospects for improving tourism in the world are expected

to decline in 2021, indicating that global tourism will need two and a
half to four years to return to 2019 levels.
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In this context, the Secretary-General of the World Tourism
Organization, Zurab Pololikashvili, affirmed that "the crisis will not end
soon," pointing out to the "work to coordinate and digitize measures
to reduce risks associated with Covid-19 in terms of travel, especially
infection detection checks, tracing the cases and vaccination certificates
are essential to promoting safe travel and prepare for the recovery of
tourism when conditions permit."

Asia-Pacific is the region that witnessed the largest decline in the
number of tourists in 2020 (-84% within a year) because it was the first
to be affected by the epidemic and is still currently imposing the most
stringent restrictions on travel. As for Europe, the decline was recorded
at 70% within a year, but the continent witnessed the largest decline in
terms of numbers, as it lost 500 million visitors. The Middle East and
Africa region registered a decline of 75% and the Americas 69%.
Source (Al-Arabiya.net website, Edited)
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B UAE is the 1st Arab Country in the Global CPI

The United Arab Emirates topped the Middle East and North Africa
countries, ranking 21st in the world in the Corruption Perceptions Index
for 2020 issued by Transparency International, to be among the most
transparent and honest countries in the world, with 71 points on the
general anti-corruption index. The UAE surpassed countries such as
France, the United States, Portugal, Cyprus, Poland, Croatia and South
Korea.

The index, which ranks 180 countries and territories according to
perceived levels of public sector corruption according to experts and the
business community, uses a scale from zero to 100, with zero being the
most corrupt and 100 the most honest.

Denmark topped the ranking of countries, with 88 points on the general
index, followed by New Zealand in second place, Finland in third,
Singapore fourth, and Sweden in fifth place in the world.

This year's Corruption Perceptions Index paints a bleak picture of the
state of corruption around the world, while most countries have made
little or no progress in tackling corruption in nearly a decade, more than
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B Riyadh is Among the Top 10 Economies of Cities in the World

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman revealed the launch of the
Riyadh strategy, noting that "the properties that Riyadh possesses give
incentives to create jobs, generate growth in the economy, producing
investments, and making many opportunities, so we look at Riyadh with
consideration."

He said, "We aim to make Riyadh one of the 10 largest city economies
in the world."

Bin Salman pointed out that "the city of Riyadh constitutes 50 percent
of the non-oil economy in Saudi Arabia, as the cost of creating a job in
Riyadh is 30% less than any other city and the cost of developing the
infrastructure and real estate in Riyadh is 29% less than that of Saudi
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two-thirds of countries scored less than 50 points.

The index shows that corruption not only undermines the global health
response to the "Covid-19" pandemic, but also contributes to the
continuing crisis of democracy. Reports show widespread corruption
throughout the response to the Covid-19 pandemic, from paying bribes
for corona tests, treatment and other health services, to purchases of
medical supplies and overall preparedness for emergencies. The analysis
also reveals that countries that do well on the index are investing more
in healthcare, are more able to provide universal coverage and are less
likely to violate democratic norms or the rule of law when responding
to a crisis.

Western Europe and the European Union scored highest on the index,
with an average score of 66, while Eastern Europe and Central Asia (36
points) and Sub-Saharan Africa (32 points) scoring the lowest scores
on the index.

Source (Al Khaleej Newspaper-UAE, Edited)
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cities."

He revealed that the largest industrial city in the world will be announced
in Riyadh, indicating that the infrastructure in Riyadh is wonderful
because of what King Salman has done for 50 years, considering that
Riyadh is one of the pillars of economic growth in Saudi Arabia, and we
aim to bring the population of Riyadh to 15 - 20 million people in 2030,
indicating that Riyadh is among the top 10 infrastructure in the world.
He concluded: "Riyadh aims to develop its infrastructure and raise the
quality of life in a better way," stressing that "Riyadh's strategy will be
ambitious and surprise positively for the Saudis and the world."
Source (Al-Arabiya.net website, Edited)



